
 
The 2025  

Nineteenth Annual  
Austin Firefighter’s Ball 

 
“A night of elegant dining and dancing” 

 
 

Saturday February 1st, 2025  
6:00pm – 1:00am 
Kalahari Resort 

Round Rock, Texas 
 
 
 

Mistress of Ceremonies 
Quita Culpepper 

 
Keynote Speaker:  

         Tyler Guyton—Dallas Cowboys 2024  
1st Round Draft Pick 

 
Featuring Entertainment by:  

Quan Tha DJ  



Agenda 
 

¨ Presentation of Colors - Austin Fire Department Honor Guard 

¨ National Anthem  - Ladonna McCray 

¨ Invocation - Elzie Felton 

¨ President’s Welcome - Cameron Anguiano 

¨ Dignitaries and Firefighter Acknowledgement 

¨ Stand up To Cancer Presentation—David Neal 

¨ Fallen Firefighters Tribute/Prayer - Austin Fire Department Honor Guard  

¨ Dinner (7pm-7:45pm) 

¨ Black Female Firefighter Recognition—Latoya Walker 

¨ Scholarship Presentation - Robert McCray 

¨ Key Note Speaker - Tyler Guyton  

¨ Awards Presentation  

¨ Closing Remarks - Darren Hyson 

¨ Group Photo (All active and retired Firefighters) 

¨ Entertainment (9:30pm) - Dance / A Night in Vegas Casino Games 

 
 
 
 
Please visit our vendor and sponsor tables in the foyer area, we appreciate their support and they will ap-
preciate yours. 
 
Couple, and individual photos available in the foyer area. 
 
Please leave comments on our website about your experience.  
 
 

 

“Serving our community, Serving our Firefighters” 



Ed Bridges Scholarship Award 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The primary purpose of  tonight's event is to support the Ed Bridges 
scholarship fund. A little about Ed Bridges, Ed’s energy and enthusiasm  
has touched many lives young and old throughout the Austin Area.  He 
worked diligently  in AFD with everything from encouraging youth to 
participating with the AFD Explorer Post, LBJ’s Fire Academy, to the 
coordination of  the AFD Smoke Alarm and Fan Drive during Austin’s 
hot summer just to name a few. Ed’s hard work even resulted in AFD re-
ceiving UT’s “Outstanding Community Partner” Award. 
 
Firefighter Ed Bridges was one of  the past Presidents for the Austin Af-
rican American Firefighter Associations and was an active member for 
several years. AAAFFA named the association’s scholarship program after 
him in respect to his service to the organization, AFD, and the city of  
Austin. 
 
This year’s scholarship award recipient is Mr. Charleston Rabb, attending 
the North Carolina Central University. He is majoring in Accounting and 
plans to intern this summer. He is working on completing this semester 
with a 4.0 GPA.  

 

“Serving our community, Serving our Firefighters” 



Scholarship Award Recipient 
 

Charleston Rabb - Austin, TX 

This year’s scholarship award recipient is Mr. 
Charleston Rabb, he is a freshman attending the 
North Carolina Central University. He is major-
ing in Accounting and plans to intern this sum-
mer. He is working on completing this semester 
with a 4.0 GPA.  

 

“Serving our community, Serving our Firefighters” 



 
“Serving our community, Serving our Firefighters” 

Special Thanks to our Sponsors 
 
Please visit and support our sponsors, they help us to help you. Go to the 
AAAFFA website and click on their link to get more information. 
 
 



Mistress of Ceremonies 
 

Quita Culpepper, KVUE News Austin, TX 
 
 
 

Quita Culpepper is the 6 and 10 p.m. an-
chor for KVUE News in Austin, and is 
one of the city's most celebrated and 
trusted TV journalists. Since moving to 
Austin at the age of 13, the city has be-
come her home; sharing the stories of 
the community has become one of her 
biggest passions. 

Quita began her journalism career at 
KAZI FM, Austin's listener-supported, community radio station. She 
then went to work for News radio KLBJ-AM. She joined KVUE  in 
1998, and during her time on the air she’s been honored with nu-
merous awards and accolades. She first landed on the Austin 
Chronicle’s “Best of Austin” list in 1999, when she was named “Best 
TV Reporter.” She’s been on the list a dozen times since then and in 
2015, Austin Way Magazine named her one of its “8 Influential Aus-
tin Women.” 

With more than 20 years of journalism experience, Quita has met 
everyone from the President of the United States to the man who 
works behind the counter at her favorite restaurant. She’s even 
made a few appearances on the silver screen in the movies, 
"Bernie," "The Quiet," and "Booth." She has also appeared in nu-
merous television series, including "Killer Women" and "Kevin Prob-
ably Saves the World." 

When she’s not behind the desk or chasing a story, Quita enjoys live 

music, traveling, and spending time with her family. 

If you have story ideas, you can email Quita qculpepper@kvue.com 

 

“Serving our community, Serving our Firefighters” 



Keynote Speaker 
 

Tyler Guyton — 2024 Dallas Cowboys 1st Round Draft Pick       

 
      

Tyler Guyton is an offensive tackle for 
the Dallas Cowboys of the National 
Football League (NFL). He played col-
lege football for the TCU Horned Frogs 
and Oklahoma Sooners. Guyton was 
drafted by the Cowboys in the first 
round of the 2024 NFL draft. 

Guyton is from Manor, Texas. He at-
tended Manor High School and played football and basketball. He 
played mainly as a defensive lineman for Manor and helped them 
reach the state quarterfinal while being a second-team All-District 
11-5A selection. Ranked by 247 Sports as a three-star recruit and 
the 145th-best player from Texas, Guyton ultimately committed to 
play college football for the TCU Horned Frogs. 

As a true freshman at TCU in 2020, Guyton redshirted, seeing ac-
tion in only one game. In 2021, he appeared in eight games, one 
as a starter, while splitting time between being a backup offensive 
lineman and H-back. He caught a touchdown pass in a game 
against Iowa State. In January 2022, Guyton transferred to the 
University of Oklahoma to play for the Oklahoma Sooners. 

In his first season for the Sooners, Guyton began the season as a 
left tackle while switching to right tackle by the end of it. He ap-
peared on a total of 400 snaps and allowed only two sacks and no 
quarterback hits. 

With Wanya Morris and Anton Harrison leaving for the National 
Football League Draft in 2023, Guyton was placed in a starting 
role at right tackle to begin the 2023 season. He declared for the 
2024 NFL draft following the season, where he was viewed as a 
potential first-round selection. He did became a first round draft 
picked by the Dallas Cowboys and played his whole rookie sea-
son. 

 

“Serving our community, Serving our Firefighters” 



The Austin African-American Firefighter’s Association 
 
 
 
 

 
 

O ur mission  

To actively participate in promoting, encouraging, advising and produc-
ing professional competent African American firefighters while ensuring 
equality, and promoting diversification in the fire service and the com-
munity. 
 
 

O ur objectives  

· Work with the city of Austin's goal and efforts to have a diverse Fire 
Department 

· Provide community mentors and role models 
· Provide information and career guidance 
· Aid in communicating firefighter opportunities within Austin Fire De-

partment to the public 
· Provide advice and assistance 
 
Organizations we’ve worked with include: National Society of Black Engi-
neers, NAACP,  Black Professional Alliance, and the African American Men 
& Boys Harvest Foundation, to name a few. 
 
We are a chapter of the International Association of Black Professional 
Firefighters. 
 
Community involvement is very important to us. Some of the    pro-
grams we have supported in the Austin community involve:  
 
 

 

Elgin Humane Society Assisting with voter registration 

Neighborhood clean-ups Providing School Supplies  
Scholarship Programs Community Assistance programs 

School/Community mentor programs Pass the Torch youth basketball camps 
and fire academies 

A proud South Central Region chapter of the International  
Association of Black Professional Firefighters 

Our membership is open to individuals of any race, gender, or  nationality 
that agree to adhere to our bylaws and are willing to support our mission. 

 

“Serving our community, Serving our Firefighters” 



 

 
The Austin Fire Department has a rich history, dating back to our founding 
on September 25, 1857, by John Bremond, Sr., a prominent merchant and for-
mer New York fireman.  
 
The past and present members of this department have given a great deal to 
get us to where we are today; some have made the ultimate sacrifice. To the 
future generations of the Austin Fire Department: we hope that you continue 
to perpetuate the high ideals, compassion, and selflessness of this organiza-
tion. We are counting on you to protect what Mr. Bremond founded all those 
years ago. 
 
The Austin Fire Department was first organized as a volunteer department on 
September 25, 1857 by John Bremond, Sr., a prominent merchant and former 
New York fireman. In 1912, the fire department purchased its first motorized 
fire truck, ending the era of horse-drawn fire apparatus. In May 1916, the citi-
zens of Austin voted to create an all-paid, career fire department and on June 
1,1916, 27 firemen, including Chief Clarence Woodward, ushered in a new era 
of firefighting in Austin, Texas.  
 
Our uniform personnel number just over 1,000, with our civilian staff hover-
ing around 50. Call volume from year to year averages approximately 58,000. 
We are proud to announce and recognize our current, only , and first female 
Fire Chief Rhoda Mae Kerr. 
 
We are proud to serve the community of Austin and remain committed to 
keeping our customers uppermost in mind. Our goal is to ensure we assist 
our fellow citizens as efficiently, effectively, and compassionately as possi-
ble.  
 
 

WWW.JOINAFD.COM 



  

Blair St Johns  
Sportswear & Printing 

512-431-9501 

Purchase on www.amazon.com 

GJ’s Men's Fashion 
7801 N Lamar Blvd 

Austin, Texas 
(512) 380-9322 

Special Thanks to our Sponsors 
 
Please visit and support our sponsors, they help us to help you. Go to the 
AAAFFA website and click on their link to get more information. 
 
 



 
 

Special Thanks to our Sponsors 
 
Please visit and support our sponsors, they help us to help you. Go to the 
AAAFFA website and click on their link to get more information. 
 
 



 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

WEBSITE DESIGN & MANAGEMENT  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Special thanks to KAZI 88.7 radio station 
for their support  
 
 
 

Special Thanks to our Sponsors 
 
Please visit and support our sponsors, they help us to help you. Go to the 
AAAFFA website and click on their link to get more information. 
 
 

 
Austin African American Firefighters Association 

www.aaaffa.org :: aaaffa@hotmail.com :: PO Box 14942 
Austin, TX 78761-4942 

Office 512-857-6469 :: Fax 320.386.0348 


